RLT ARCHIVES

2008-2009 SEASON

“ALICE IN WONDERLAND”

Based on the classic by Lewis Carroll

Adapted by Anne Coulter Martens
Produced by special arrangement with the Dramatic Publishing Company

August 29, 20, 31, September 5, 6, 7, 2008

As the curtain rises, Alice slides into view at the end of her long fall down the rabbit-hole. It is a more delightful place for the audience than for Alice, who is trying desperately to get back home. She tries to get help from the Mad Hatter, the Rabbit, and from the very nice Cheshire Cat. Long enough to contain the most delightful incidents, it is short enough to keep audience attention.
CAST

Alice – Elizabeth Clonts

Cheshire Cat – Haley Fisher

White Rabbit – Abigail Childers

Caterpillar – Kaylee Haggard
Frog Footwoman – Tatum Grady

Duchess – Carrie Shaw

Cook – Kendell Garner

Queen – Katherine Clonts

King/Humpty Dumpty – Jonathan Chisholm

Knave – Glenn Bowman

Courtier – Kristen Towe

Mad Hatter – Casey Kean

March Hare – Natalee Diehl

Dormouse – Ella Chambless

Tweedledum – Joe Goble

Tweedledee – Nicholas Goble

Mock Turtle – Anderson Lindberg

Gryphon – Hayden Brooks

Gardener 7 – Rachel Hudson

Gardener 2 – Ashlyn Silver

Gardener 5 – Taylor Ball

Soldier 1 – Chase Brackett

Soldier 2 – Grant Wiggins

Soldier 3 – Noah Lindberg

Executioner – Kevin Van Der Horn

Pink Flower – Allison Garner

Yellow Flower – Jacquelyn Shadday

Blue Flower – Lisa Shoemaker

Violet Flower – Christina Smith

White Flower – Jordan Smith

Rose – Elisabeth Ashton

Ladies – Abbie Lyons, Baylee Bankston, Kelsie Hamilton, Joyce Gable, Hillary Weeks, 
Tammy Van Der Horn

Prop Players – Evan Brackett, Sam Bryant, Jackson Witsell

Heart Children – Anna Amos, Sabra Hester, Emma Chesnut, Katrice Ferrell, Cassidy 
Childs, Hannah Silver, Mary Marshall Shadday, Courtney Sullivan, Isaac 
Brackett, Will Holloway, Ian Van Riper, Barton Sopata

PRODUCTION CREW

Directors/Producers – Wayne Jones; Angela Jones

Stage Managers – Suzanne Clonts; Caroline Clonts

Lighting Design – Chuck Morris
Sound Design – Mark Taylor

Light Board Operators – Kim Brackett, Alisha Norton, Ross Norton, Beth Van Der Horn

Sound Board Operators – Tommy Gerrin, Elaine Gerrin, Alisha Norton, Beth Van Der 
Horn

Stage Crew – Lucas Weeks

Costumes – Angela Jones, John Barnett, Kim Brackett; Cast
Properties – Mary Ortwein

Hair/Make-up – Holly Moore

Graphic Designer – Megan Keating

Photographer – Grayson Keating

House – Neal Brackett

Set Design and Construction – Jason Fordham; Abel Jones

Set Painters – John Barnett, Angela Jones, Melissa Bowman 

“CAT ON A HOT TIN ROOF”

By Tennessee Williams
Produced by special arrangement with Dramatists Play Service, Inc.

October 17, 18, 19, 24, 25, 26, 2008

THE STORY: Atkinson's review in the NY Times called it "a stunning drama…It is the quintessence of life. It is the basic truth." Atkinson went on to write, "In a plantation house, the members of the family are celebrating the sixty-fifth birthday of the Big Daddy, as they sentimentally dub him. The tone is gay. But the mood is somber. For a number of old evils poison the gaiety—sins of the past, greedy hopes for the future, a desperate eagerness not to believe in the truths that surround them…CAT ON A HOT TIN ROOF is a delicately wrought exercise in human communication. His characters try to escape from the loneliness of their private lives into some form of understanding. The truth invariably terrifies them. That is one thing they cannot face or speak…As the expression of a brooding point of view about life, CAT ON A HOT TIN ROOF is limpid and effortless. As theatre, it is superb."

CAST

Margaret – Holly Cothran

Brick – Levi Burdick

Big Daddy – Wain Bates

Big Mama – Mary Ortwein

Gooper – Jeremy Cothran

Mae – Megan Harris

Dr. Baugh – Josh Stutts

Reverend Tooker – Fortunato Castrejon

Lacey – Stanley Hayes

Sookey – Ricky Clay

Dixie – Abbie Gurley

Buster – Glenn Bowman

Sonny – Mason Gilbert

Trixie – Abby White

Polly, Youngest Child – Lindsey Johnson

PRODUCTION CREW

Director – Jeremy Cothran

Producer – Angela Jones

Stage Manager – Kevin Brown

Assistant Director – Mary Walker

Lighting Design – Chuck Morris

Sound Design – Mark Taylor

Light Board Operators – Lindsey Chambers; Jonathan Chisholm

Sound Board Operators – Tommy Gerrin, Elaine Gerrin, Lisa Gilbert

Stage Crew – Wayne Jones, Jonathan Chisholm, Melissa Bowman, Becky Gurley

Costumes – Becca Waugh

Properties – Mary Ortwein, Jonathan Chisholm, Holly Cothran

Hair/Make-up – Holly Moore

Program – Megan Keating

Photographer/Poster – Derek Bell

House – Chuck Morris; Megan Keating

Set Design and Construction – Wain Bates, Jerry Gurley, Tiff Magruder, Derek Bell, 
Holly Cothran, Levi Burdick, Jeremy Cothran, Fortunato Castrejon, Rita Bryan, 
Brenda Bates, Matt Johnson

Set Painters – Wain Bates, Derek Bell, Holly Cothran, Levi Burdick, Jeremy Cothran, 
Fortunato Castrejon

“THE LION, THE WITCH AND THE WARDROBE”

Dramatized by Joseph Robinette, from the story by C.S. Lewis

Produced by special arrangement with the Dramatic Publishing Company

December 5, 6, 7, 12, 13, 14, 2008

C.S. Lewis' classic, set in the land of Narnia, faithfully recreates the magic and mystery of Aslan, the great lion, his struggle with the White Witch, and the adventures of four children who inadvertently wander from an old wardrobe into the exciting, never-to-be-forgotten Narnia. The intense action features chases, duels and escapes as the witch is determined to keep Narnia in her possession and to end the reign of Aslan. All the memorable episodes from the story are represented in this exciting dramatization: the temptation of Edmund by the witch, the slaying of the evil wolf by Peter, the witnessing of Aslan's resurrection by Susan and Lucy, the crowing of the four new rulers of Narnia, and more. The supporting characters are also here: the unicorn, the centaur and other forest animals, along with Father Christmas, Mr. and Mrs. Beaver and Tumnus the Faun. This story of love, faith, courage and giving, with its triumph of good over evil, is a true celebration of life.
CAST
Peter – Peter Clay

Susan – Katherine Clonts

Edmund – Sam Bryant

Lucy – Lisa Shoemaker

Witch – Julia Chambers

Mr. Beaver – Jonathan Chisholm

Mrs. Beaver – Christine Fisher

Aslan – Don Rusaw

Father Christmas – Bruce Watson

Unicorn – Kendell Garner

Centaur – Casey Kean

Tumnus – Reuben Kindred

Ulf – Daniel Murchland

Dwarf – Chase Brooks

Elf – Grant Wiggins

White Stag – Sean Casey

Wood Nymphs – Kaity Bridges, Jeddie Bristow, Caroline Clonts, Taylor Stoever, Andy 
Phillips, Anderson Lindberg, Isaac Huskins, Avery Harris, Michael Adams

Witch’s Army – Jacquelyn Shadday, Madyson McGinty, Kristin Towe, Haley Fisher, 
Tyne Davis, Allison Garner, Hannah Silver, Payton Couey, Taylor Ball, Corbett 
Floyd, Chandler Adams, Noah Lindberg, Graham Cargle, Molly Clay

Aslan’s Followers – Elizabeth Clonts, Ashlyn Silver, Christina Smith, Eleanor Goldin, 
Kaylee Haggard, Kiston Dowler, Kelsie Hamilton, Abby Langley, Carrie Shaw, 
Victoria Liss, Dylan Paracka, Zane Holcomb, Joey Purser, Zach Trammell
PRODUCTION CREW

Directors/Producers – John Barnett; Wayne Jones;

Stage Manager – Suzanne Clonts

Assistant to the Directors – Judy Hayes

Lighting Design – Chuck Morris

Sound Design – Tommy Gerrin

Assistant Stage Manager – Carol Murchland

Light Board Operator – Bob Moulard

Sound Board Operators – Tommy Gerrin; Elaine Gerrin

Stage Crew – Carol Murchland; Katie Price

Costumes Designer – John Barnett

Costumes Team – Judy Hayes, Holly Bryant, Melissa Bowman, Carol Murchland, 
Christine Fisher

Properties – John Barnett; Judy Hayes

Hair/Make-up Designer – Angela Jones

Hair/Make-up Consultant – Holly Moore

Hair/Make-up Team – Karen Adams, Holly Bryant, Angela Cargle, Pam Shoemaker, 
Carol Murchland, Melissa Bowman, Patty Shaw, Terri Holcomb, Alisha Garner

Program/Photographer – Megan Keating

T-Shirts – Angela Jones

Set Design – David Clonts; Caroline Clonts

Set Construction – David Clonts, Don Rusaw, Caroline Clonts, Max Hayes, Tony 
Boosinger, Matt Shoemaker, Chuck Bryant

Set Painters/Decorators – Caroline Clonts, David Clonts, Pam Shoemaker, Terri 
Holcomb

House Manager – Jim Curry

Casting Committee – Mary Doster, Sandy Davis, Carol Murchland, John Barnett, Wayne 
Jones

Publicity – Jim Powell; Wayne Jones

“INHERIT THE WIND”

By Jerome Lawrence and Robert E. Lee

Produced by special arrangement with Dramatists Play Service

January 30, 31, February 1, 6, 7, 8, 2009

This is the play that has as its genesis the events of the famous Scopes trial. One of the most outstanding dramas of our time. "The portrait it draws of an explosive episode in American culture, vigorously written by Jerome Lawrence and Robert E. Lee, remains as fresh as it ever was. One of the most stirring plays in recent years…Bursting with vitality…literature of the stage!" —NY Times.  The critics talk about the play: "Magnificently written…one of the most exciting dramas of the last decade." —NY News. "A tidal wave of a drama…More than any other play in memory based on history and aiming at a contemporary parallel, INHERIT THE WIND makes its point immediately applicable." —NY World-Telegram & Sun. "A new play of power, humanity and universal truth." —Dallas Morning News. "Brilliant…a colorful, picturesque and absorbing exciting essay in dramatic Americana…As exciting and absorbing a show as we have been privileged to see in recent seasons." —NY Post. "A masterpiece. This is the test: to see a play once, twice, three times. And each time to leave the theatre as deeply moved, as enlightened, as lifted up, as magnificently entertained. And as convinced that it is one of the truly great American dramas of this century." —Columbus, Ohio, Citizen. 
CAST

Matthew Harrison Brady – Tom Carver

Henry Drummond – Dave Willis

E.K. Horbeck – Don Rusaw

Bertram Cates – Michael Hillman

Rachel Brown – Caroline Clonts

Tom Davenport – Mark VanLeuven

Judge Mel Coffey – Keith Williams

Rev. Jeremiah Brown – Brooks Smith

Mrs. Brady – Donna Riordan

Horace Meeker – Paul Culotta

Mayor Jason Carter – John Barnett

Mr. Goodfellow – David A. Hicks

Mr. Cooper – Tony Lombard

Bannister – Levi Burdick

Mrs. Krebs – Becky Gurley

Bollinger/Court Recorder – Wayne Jones

Mrs. Loomis – Melissa Bowman

Mrs. Blair – Jeanette Long

Howard Blair – Corbett Floyd

Elijah – Adam Lombard

Timmy – Evan Brackett

Mrs. Carter – Mary Doster

Jesse H. Dunlap – Terry Jones

George Sillers – Guy Chambless

Reuter’s Man – Brian Hampton

Harry Y. Esterbrook – Damon Kirkpatrick

Mrs. McLain – Vickie Brown

Townspeople – Katherine Clonts, Audrey Dunn, Glenn Bowman, Betty Carver, Abbey 
Williams, Kenneth Smith

PRODUCTION CREW
Director – Virginia M. McChesney
Producer – Neal Brackett

Stage Manager – Mary Walker

Assistant Producer – Savannah Ruth

Lighting Design – Chuck Morris; Bob Moulard

Sound Design – Tommy Gerrin; Elaine Gerrin

Set Design – Milton Chambers

Light Board Operators – Bob Moulard; Casey Kean

Sound Board Operators – Tommy Gerrin; Elaine Gerrin

Costumes Team -- Elizabeth McDonald, Brooke Moore, Jane McDonald, Cathy 
Klingensmith

Properties – Holly Cothran; Victorian Rose Tea Room

Hair/Make-up Team – Jennifer Chambless; Susan Bevis

Program Photographer – Megan Keating

Set Construction – Milton Chambers, Jerry Gurley, Bob Whitsell, Adam Lombard

House Manager – Savannah Ruth

Assistant House – Jonathan Chisholm

“GYPSY”

March 27, 28, 29, April 3, 4, 5, 2009

Book by Arthur Laurents
Music by Jule Styne
Lyrics by Stephen Sondheim
Suggested by memoirs of Gypsy Rose Lee

Produced by special arrangements with Tams-Witmark Music Library, Inc.

GYPSY is the ultimate story about an aggressive stage mother. Join Rose, June and Louise in their trip across the United States during the 1920's, when vaudeville was dying and burlesque was born. Jule Styne's music and Stephen Sondheim's lyrics include Let Me Entertain You, Some People, You'll Never Get Away from Me, If Momma Was Married, All I Need Is the Girl, Everything's Coming Up Roses, You Gotta Get A Gimmick and Together Wherever We Go. This is a gripping story of one of the most frightening aspects of show business.  The story starts in Seattle with stage mother, Rose, pushing her two daughters into Uncle Jocko's Kiddie Show. June, her mother feels, is the most likely to become a star. Louise is plainer and quieter; she stands meekly in her sister's shadow. A new act called 'Baby June and her Newsboys' is conceived by Rose, and the family is off to the 'big time' in Los Angeles. The act steeped in star spangled banners, dancing horses (Louise plays the rear end), and screaming newsboys moves to Dallas, Akron, New York, Buffalo and Omaha. Along the way Rose meets Herbie, a theatrical agent, and hires him as manager. He makes himself father to the troupe, sharing with them their meals of chow mein, Rose's favorite food. Rose scrimps as she schemes and scrambles for bookings and billings to maintain their hand to mouth existence. She sleeps her charges six in a dingy hotel room and makes their costumes from hotel blankets. Her object is to make her two penniless girls into world stars. The girls begin to grow up and the act becomes 'Dainty June and her Newsboys.' Unfortunately its quality does not improve. Bookings are cancelled and the act moves on. 
     Louise wishes that Momma would marry a plain man so they could settle down. Herbie proposes but is rejected. June elopes with Tulsa, one of the boys in the act. Rose sets out to make Louise into the star. She bursts into new enthusiasm with the rousing number Everything's Coming Up Roses. Behind Rose lies a worrying sense of doom; a feeling that she never will fulfill her dream of stardom for her girls because it is really a dream of stardom for herself. 
     Finally the troupe reaches the bottom, a burlesque house in Wichita. Rose laments that she would rather starve than perform there. Louise realizes there is no vaudeville left except for burlesque. Here the clumsy Louise shoots into stardom by becoming something different: a ladylike stripper. Three strippers dressed respectively in a ballet costume, a trumpet and well placed electric light bulbs are used in a most exaggerated, but very funny number, You Gotta Get a Gimmick, to indicate the difference between the usual brassy stripper and the very elegant Louise. At last Louise breaks away from her mother and goes out on her own as Gypsy Rose Lee. 
     Rose bursts into the plaintive Rose's Turn in which she sings of her suppressed talents that she has sacrificed to further the careers of her unappreciative daughters.

CAST

Baby Louise – Ella Claire Chambless

Baby June – Lisa Shoemaker

Balloon Girl/Cow Rear – Elizabeth Clonts

Arnold/Boy Scout/Newsboy – Chase Brooks

Tap Dancer/Newsboy – Chase Brackett

Boy Scout/Newsboy – Corbett Floyd

Rich Boy/Newsboy – Evan Brackett

Boy Scout/Newsboy – Hayden Brooks

Newsboy – Sam Bryant

Uncle Jocko/Cigar – Tiff Magruder

George/Patsey – Neal Brackett

Mama Rose – Leigha Burnham

Pop – Richard Bristow

Herbie – Danny Price

Louise/Cow Front – Anna Farless

June – Katherine Clounts

Tulsa – Sean Casey

Yonkers – Jonathan Chisolm

Angie (Farm Boy) – Daniel Murchland

L.A. (Farm Boy) – Turner Wilder

Farm Boy – Jhamil Adams

Miss Cratchitt – Angela Dawson

Agnes (Hollywood Blonde) – Rose Davis

Marjorie May (Hollywood Blonde) – Jeddie Bristow

Edna (Hollywood Blonde) – Sarah Roes

April (Hollywood Blonde) – Laura Anne Roper

Farm Boy/Hollywood Blonde – Katie Price

Farm Boy/Hollywood Blonde – Carrie Shaw

Weber – John Barnett

Goldstone – Jim Powell

Phil/Rich Man – Chris Allmon

Tessie Tura – JoAnna Rusaw

Mazeppa – Becky Magruder

Electra – Lauren Jones

Show Girls – Alisha Norton, Lindsey Chambers, Layla Johnston, Helen Guldenschuh

Maid – Carol Murchland

Kringelein – Bob Moulard

Photographer – Stanley Hayes

Uncle Jocko’s Performers – Annelysse Pearson, Erin Pearson, Isaac Brackett, Cayla 
Allmon, Abbie Gurley, Haley Fisher, Glenn Bowman

Stage Moms – Christine Fisher, Becky Gurley, Melissa Bowman, Carol Murchland, 
Angela Dawson

Chowsie – Chadwick Barkley Bowman

PRODUCTION CREW

Director – Don Rusaw

Producer – Suzanne Clonts

Musical Director/Conductor/Keyboard – James Willis

Choreographer – JoAnna Rusaw

Stage Manager – Rebecca Waugh

Assistant Director – Sandy Davis

Assistant Producer – Caroline Clonts

Lighting Design – Bob Moulard; Chuck Morris

Sound Design – Mark Taylor

Set Design – Becky Magruder; Tiff Magruder

Light Board Operator – Casey Kean

Sound Board Operator – Mark Taylor

Costumes Team – Becky Magruder, Angela Dawson, Suzanne Clonts, Carol 
Murchland, Pam Shoemaker

Properties – Pam Shoemaker

Hair/Makeup Team – Holly Moore/Hair Story

Graphic Designer – Megan Keating

Set Construction – Becky Magruder, Tiff Magruder, Caroline Clonts, Jonathan 
Chisolm, Don Rusaw, Matt Shoemaker

House Manager – Mary Walker

Backstage Team – Caroline Clonts, Suzanne Clonts, Pam Shoemaker

ORCHESTRA

Keyboards and Conductor – James Willis

First Reed – Jane Byers

Second Reed – Joanie Catron

Third Reed – Dedra Hudson

Trumpet – Bill Wear

Trumpet – Hunter Moss

Trombone – Dick Jenson

Bass – Randy Bratton

Percussion – Rob Reed

2008-2009 SEASON

“THE FOREIGNER”


By Larry Shue

May 15, 16, 17, 22, 23, 24, 2009

The scene is a fishing lodge in rural Georgia often visited by "Froggy" LeSeuer, a British demolition expert who occasionally runs training sessions at a nearby army base. This time "Froggy" has brought along a friend, a pathologically shy young man named Charlie who is overcome with fear at the thought of making conversation with strangers. So "Froggy," before departing, tells all assembled that Charlie is from an exotic foreign country and speaks no English. Once alone the fun really begins, as Charlie overhears more than he should—the evil plans of a sinister, two-faced minister and his redneck associate; the fact that the minister's pretty fiancée is pregnant; and many other damaging revelations made with the thought that Charlie doesn't understand a word being said. That he does fuels the nonstop hilarity of the play and sets up the wildly funny climax in which things go uproariously awry for the "bad guys," and the "good guys" emerge triumphant.

CAST

S/Sgt. “Froggy” LeSeuer – Paul Culotta

Charlie Baker – Chuck Morris

Betty Meeks – Mary Ortwein

Rev. David Marshall Lee – Guy Chambless

Catherine Simms – Cameron Abney

Owen Musser – Rob Arnold

Ellard Simms – Jonathan Chisolm

PRODUCTION CREW

Director – Wendell W. Barnes, Jr.

Producer – Paul Griffin

Assistant Director – Sandy Davis

Stage Manager – Wayne Jones

Set Design and Construction – Tiff Magruder

Set Decoration – Becky Magruder

Lighting Design – Chuck Morris

Sound Design – Mark Taylor

Costumes – Carol Murchland, John Barnett, Judy Hayes, State University of West 
Georgia Theatre Department

Properties – Carol Murchland

Light Board Operator – Bob Moulard

Sound Board Operators – Mark Taylor; Joe Mazzola

Hair/Makeup – Jennifer Chambless

Graphic Designer and Photography – Megan Keating

Set Construction – Tiff Magruder, Paul Griffin, Chuck Morris, Jonathan Chisolm

Backstage Crew – Carol Murchland, Daniel Murchland, Katie Price, Angela Jones, 
Allison Garner, Kendall Garner

House Manager – Joe Mazzola

House Staff – Debbie Mazzola, John Mazzola, Sam Mazzola, Glenn Bowman, Melissa 
Bowman, Darlington School Servant Leaders

Publicity – Jim Powell

Casting Committee – Melissa Bowman, Sandy Davis, Wayne Jones, Paul Griffin, 
Wendell Barnes

