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“MURDERMIND”
By Bart McGullion

Produced by special arrangement with the playwright

August 24, 25, 26, 31, September 1 and 2, 2007

Gloom overhangs Mayhew Manor, touching all who dare enter. Curtis Mayhew, last male to bear the name, confronts a forty-year-old double murder.  His wife Agnes is tortured by mental demons and by Ida, the sadistic servant who knows where all the skeletons are.  Daughter Doloris is a famous psychologist who doesn’t understand her family or her failed marriages.  Clifford Brownell arrives to help Agnes through lonely days and terror-filled nights.  Instead, he dashes them all back in time where death and destruction await.  Is he an actor in this drama of the macabre, or is he the principle player?  Sheriff Renfro is not certain where sanity ends and illusion begins.  And what was his dead father’s role in these twisted lives?  His voyage of discovery is filled with heart-stopping thrills, electric shock laughter and sudden fear revelations in this non-stop thrill ride through the dark recesses of the mind.
CAST

Agnes Mayhew – Docia Thaxton

Curtis Mayhew – Norris Gamble

Ida Strome – Virginia M. McChesney

Sheriff Jonathan Renfro – Dave Willis

Doloris Mayhew-Braum – Mary Walker

Clifford Brownell – Gordon Flowers

PRODUCTION CREW

Director – Bart McGullion

Co-producers – Neal Brackett; Gordon Leiter

Stage Manager – Larry Lassiter
Composer – Jonathan Reed

Lighting Design – Chuck Morris

Light Operators – Chuck Morris; Grayson Keating

Sound Design – Mark Taylor

Sound Operator – Alisha Garner

Properties – Mary Ortwein

Set Designer – Norris Gamble

Graphic Designer – Megan Keating

Publicity – Jim Powell; Paul Griffin

House – Neal Brackett; Jim Curry

Set Construction – Paul Griffin, Neal Brackett, Chip Tilley, Hank Thaxton, Gordon 
Leiter, Linda Espy

Theme and music composed, arranged and recorded by Jonathan Reed and Angela F. 
McRee

Performed by Karen Reed and Virginia M. McChesney

Radio Announcement by Jeffrey McGullion

“THE HOBBIT”

By Patricia Gray

From the classic by J.R.R. Tolkein

Produced by special arrangement with the Dramatic Publishing Company

 October 5, 6, 7, 12, 13, 14, 2007

It's unusual for a modern work to become a classic so quickly, but Tolkien's "Ring" stories, which began with “The Hobbit,” clearly are in this very special category. They stir the imagination and intellect of everyone they touch. Bilbo, one of the most conservative of all Hobbits, is asked to leave his large, roomy and very dry home in the ground in order to set off as chief robber in an attempt to recover an important treasure. It's the last thing that any sensitive Hobbit would want to do, but great benefit eventually results—not only for Bilbo but for all of the Hobbits who inhabit Middle Earth—and the hearts of those children and adults who continue to enjoy this kind of magic.

CAST

Bilbo Baggins – John White

Thorin – Jeremy Steadman

Gandalf – Turner Wilder

Balin – Julia Rhiner

Bombur – Cameron Sharpe

Gloin – Chase Brackett

Kili – Natalie Diehl

Dwalin – Anderson Lindberg

Bifur – Zoe Marr 

Oin – Jordan Lassiter

Bofur – Lauren Shank

Dori – Olivia Darbonne

Nori – Addie Holmes

Ori – Evan Brackett

Grocery Boy – Kevin Van Der Horn

Elven Queen – Mollie Brown

Elf Guards – Corbin Bonner, Kevin Copeland, Caleb Parris

Gollum – Jackson Witsell

Smaug – Nick Smith

Great Goblin – Summer Buffington

Attendant Goblin – Autumn Williams

Goblins – Ashley Alred, Katie Chesnut, Sophie Darbonne, Lisa Shoemaker, Tammy Van

 Der Horn, Kevin Van Der Horn

Bert – Jamie Landers

Essie – Megan Snow
Tom – Kaitlyn Bridges

Elves – Cason Dempsey, Allison Garner, Kendall Garner, Taylor Ball

PRODUCTION CREW

Director – Quentin Brown

Producer – Debby Brown

Assistant to the Director and the Producer – Mollie Brown

Set Design – Chip Tilley; Quentin Brown

Set Construction – Chip Tilley, Gordon Leiter, Eric Lindberg, Mollie Brown, Quentin

 Brown, Debby Brown

Lights – Chuck Morris

Sound – Mark Taylor, Thomas Palapoli, Beth Van Der Horn

Costumes – Cathy Klingensmith, Jessica Lindberg, Debbie Lassiter, Lisa Wilder, Tara

 Alred, Pam Darbonne, John Barnett, Stacie Buffington, Ginger Bridges

Backstage Manager – Stacie Buffington

Backstage Crew – Neal Brackett, Amber Maxey, Issac Huskins, Kelsey Bannister, Angie

 Diehl

Props – Mary Ortwein, Ginger Bridges, Melissa Witsell, Chip Tilley, Debby Brown,

 Quentin Brown

Middle Earth Weapons Maker – Robert Harris

Program – Jason G. Fordham

Make-up and Hair – Holly Moore

Box Office – Mary Ortwein, Madeline Rhiner, Martin Rhiner, Heather Brand

Photographer – Catherine Swingler

House – Debby Brown

Marquee – Neal Brackett

Parent Volunteer – Debbie Lassiter

“HERE’S LOVE”

Book, Music and Lyrics by Meredith Willson

Based on “Miracle on 34th Street,” story by Valentine Davies, screenplay by George Seaton

Produced by special arrangement with Music Theatre International

December 7, 8, 9, 14, 15, 16, 2007

Kris Kringle takes on the cynics among us in this musical adaptation of the popular holiday favorite. In his inimitable style, Meredith Willson, the author of “The Music Man” and “The Unsinkable Molly Brown,” tells us the classic story of the year. A white-bearded gentleman claiming to be the real Santa Claus brings about a genuine “Miracle on 34th Street,” spreading a wave of love throughout New York City, fostering camaraderie between Macy’s and Gimbel’s Department Stores, and convincing a divorced, cynical single mother, her somber daughter and the entire state of New York that Santa Claus is no myth.  Filled with humor, spectacle (the opening scene takes place at none other than Macy’s famous Thanksgiving Parade) and such beloved songs as “Pinecones and Hollyberries,” “It’s Beginning To Look A Lot Like Christmas” and “My State, My Kansas,” this joyous, heart-warming musical is pure family entertainment, wholesome without being cloying. With its built-in audience base, “Here’s Love” is the perfect holiday treat for any theatre!

CAST

Doris Walker – Ashley Horn

Susan Walker – Haley Fisher

Fred Gaily – Danny Price

Kris Kringle – Wendell Barnes

Marvin Shellhammer – Josh Stutts

R. H. Macy – Bob Moulard

Judge Martin Group – Wain Bates

Tammany O’Halloran – Tony Blansit

Alvin – Jonathan Chisholm III

Whitey – Clayton Hall

Climber – Frank Adams

Hendrika – Elizabeth Arencibia

Mrs. Sawyer/Drunken Santa – Becky Magruder

Thomas Mara Sr./Mayor – Wayne Jones

Tommy Mara – John White

Harry Finfer – Alex Liddle

Mrs. Finfer – Leah Barton

Miss Crookshank – Angela Jones

Clara – Lacy Taylor

Miss Sims – Alisha Garner

Murphy – Sean Casey

Mr. Gimble – John Barnett

Bailiff – Jesse Kindred

Miss Muffett – Chip Byars

Balloon Vender/Mailman – Reuben Kindred

Hendrika’s Mother – Holly Moore

Girl Scout – Jordan Lassiter

New York City Ensemble – Katie Price, Abbie Gurley, Carrie Shaw, Andrea Davis, 
Kendall Garner, Allison Garner

Dancers/Ensemble – Chip Byars, Madison Featherston, Leah Barton, Maria Smith, 
Alisha Garner, Sean Casey, Reuben Kindred, Lindsey Chambers, Lacy Taylor

PRODUCTION CREW

Director – John Lee

Musical Director – Laura Dutton

Producer – Larry Lassiter

Assistant Director – Lee Abernathy

Stage Manager – Neysa Bramlette

Choreographer – Chip Byars

Co-choreographer – Doronte Evans

Lighting Design – Chuck Morris

Set Design – Becky Magruder; Wain Bates

Sound Design – Lee Shealy

Light Board Operator – Ross Norton

Sound Board Operator – Mark Taylor; Charlie Spriggs

Properties – Mary Ortwein

Hair/Makeup – Hair Story Artistic Team

Costumes – Sandra Salmon; Christine Fisher

Assistant to the Stage Manager – Alex Turner

Stage Crew – Don Rusaw, Jerry Gurley, Becky Gurley, Christine Fisher, Cast

Graphic Designer/Photographer – Megan Keating

House – Melanie Taylor; Debbie Lassiter

Set Construction – Wain Bates; Jerry Gurley
“CHAPTER TWO”

By Neil Simon
Produced by special arrangement with Samuel French, Inc.
January 25, 26, 27, February 1, 2, 3, 2008

Recent widower, writer George Schneider, is encouraged by his younger brother Leo to start dating again, which sends George into even more depression after a series of bad matches. Then Leo comes up with Jennie Malone and she's a keeper. Still, it's a bumpy trip on the road to Dreamland for these not-so-young lovers. George and Jennie stumble on, overcoming both their hesitation on the rebound and emotional neediness. In a hilarious, farcical subplot, Leo has a fling with Faye, Jennie's dizzy and neurotic married friend.  "A sure smash!"-Variety  "Lovely whimsical and touching and always funny...most of the time downright hilarious." -N.Y. Post

CAST

George – Dave Willis

Leo – Tom Isabel

Jennie – Mary Walker

Faye – Debbie Lassiter

PRODUCTION CREW

Director – Virginia M. McChesney

Producer – Larry Michael Lassiter

Stage Manager – Don Rusaw

Set Design – Milton Chambers

Lighting Design – Brad Barker

Assistant to Cast – Jeannie Milam

Light Operators – Gordon Leiter; Ross Norton

Graphic Designer – Megan Keating

House – Wayne Jones

Set Construction and Painting – Larry W. Lassiter, Chuck Morris, Tom Isabel, Larry M. 
Lassiter, Becky Magruder, JoJo Lassiter

Properties – Cast

Costumes – Cast

Hair/Make-up -- Cast

“FOOTLOOSE THE MUSICAL”

Music by Tom Snow

Lyrics by Dean Pitchford

Additional Music by Eric Carmen, Sammy Hagar, Kenny Loggins and Jim Steinman

Stage Adaptation by Dean Pitchford and Walter Bobbie

Based on the Original Screenplay by Dean Pitchford

Produced by special arrangement with R & H Theatricals, Inc.

March 20, 21, 22, 28, 29, 30, 2008

One of the most explosive movie musicals in recent memory now bursts onto the live stage. When Ren and his mother move from Chicago to a small farming town, Ren is prepared for the inevitable adjustment period at his new high school. What he isn't prepared for are the rigorous local laws, including a ban on dancing. The ban is the brainchild of a preacher determined to exercise the control over the town youth that he cannot command in his own home. When the reverend's rebellious daughter sets her cap for Ren, her roughneck boy friend tries to sabotage Ren's reputation, with many of the locals eager to believe the worst about the new kid. To the rockin' rhythm of its Oscar-nominated top 40 score (the soundtrack album reached number one on the Billboard charts and has sold over 15 million copies!) to which new, dynamic songs have been added, “Footloose” celebrates the wisdom of listening to young people, guiding them with a warm heart and an open mind.
CAST
Ren McCormack – Josh Findley
Ren McCormack (understudy) – John Lee

Ariel Moore – Melissa Powell

Ariel (understudy) – Sara Joyave

Rev. Shaw Moore – Danny Price

Rusty – Holly Thomas

Rusty (understudy) – Tyler Van Riper

Willard Hewitt – John Lee

Willard Hewitt (understudy) – Reuben Kindred

Ethel McCormack – Julia Chambers

Vi Moore – Cassie Murdock

Urleen – Sara Joyave

Wendy Jo – Maria Smith

Urleen, Wendy Jo (understudy) – Jeddie Bristow

Chuck Cranston – Hunter Hammond

Lyle – Jesse Kindred

Travis – Jonathan Chisholm

Jeter – Daniel Murchland

Bickle – Turner Wilder

Garvin – Donovan Neal

Cowgirl Barbara Lynn – Anna Joyave

Lulu Warnicker – Leah Barton

Wes Warnicker – Zack Vandever

Coach Roger Dunbar – Neal Brackett

Eleanor Dunbar – Holly Moore

Betty Blast – Mary Ortwein

Principal Harry Clark – John Barnett

Bomont Cop – Melissa Smathers

Burger Blast Boys – Tyler Huether, Michael Butler, Casey Kean

Bomont HS Ensemble/Townspeople Ensemble – Katie Price, Lindsey Chambers, Tyler 
Van Riper, Jeddie Bristow, Allisen West, Carrie Shaw, Jade Pritchard, Taylor

 Ball, Jesse Kindred

Bomont Children Ensemble – Elizabeth Clonts, Evan Brackett, Chase Brackett, Sydney 
Bardwell

Dance Team – Katie Cochran, Michael Butler, Tammy Van Der Horn, Reuben Kindred,

 Katherine Clonts, Alesha Davison (Dance Captain)
PRODUCTION CREW

Director – Lee Abernathy

Musical Director – Jonathan Parks 

Producer – Heather Brand

Stage Manager – Jason G. Fordham

Choreographer – Sarah Clark

Lighting Design – Chuck Morris

Sound Design – Bryan Bendek

Assistant Stage Manager – Neysa Bramlette

Light Board Operators – Ross Norton; Alisha Garner

Sound Board Operator – Bryan Bendek

Hair/Makeup – Hair Story Artistic Team

Costumes – Cast; Brooke Moore
Stage Crew – Abel Jones

Graphic Designer/Photographer – Megan Keating

House – Neal Brackett

Set Painters – Mary Ortwein, Stephanie Carson, Ada Reyes, Courtney Baker, Justin 
Daugherty

ORCHESTRA

Keyboard/Conductor – Jonathan Parks

Guitar – Ian Waters

Percussion – Drew Offutt

Bass Guitar – Chas Waters

“YOU CAN’T TAKE IT WITH YOU”

By Moss Hart and George S. Kaufman

Produced by special arrangement with Dramatist’s Play Service, Inc.

May 9, 10, 11, 16, 17, 18, 2008

At first the Sycamores seem mad, but it is not long before we realize that if they are mad, the rest of the world is madder. In contrast to these delightful people are the unhappy Kirbys. The plot shows how Tony, attractive young son of the Kirbys, falls in love with Alice Sycamore and brings his parents to dine at the Sycamore home on the wrong evening. The shock sustained by the Kirbys, who are invited to eat cheap food, shows Alice that marriage with Tony is out of the question. The Sycamores, however, though sympathetic to Alice, find it hard to realize her point of view. Meantime, Tony, who knows the Sycamores are right and his own people wrong, will not give her up, and in the end Mr. Kirby is converted to the happy madness of the Sycamores, particularly since he happens in during a visit by an ex-Grand Duchess, earning her living as a waitress. No mention has as yet been made of the strange activities of certain members of the household engaged in the manufacture of fireworks; nor of the printing press set up in the parlor; nor of Rheba the maid and her friend Donald; nor of Grandpa's interview with the tax collector when he tells him he doesn't believe in the income tax.

CAST

Grandpa (Martin Vanderhof) – Wain Bates

Penny Sycamore – Virginia M. McChesney

Paul Sycamore – Wayne Jones

Tony Kirby – Josh Stutts

Alice Sycamore – Alicia Garner

Essie Carmichael – Julia Chambers

Ed Carmichael – Joe Mazzola

Mr. Kolenkhov – Bob Moulard
Mr. De Penna – Tiff Magruder

Mr. Henderson/FBI Agent #4 – Bill Lundy

Mr. Kirby – Jim Curry

Mrs. Kirby – Angela Jones

Rheba – Mary Walker

Donald – Wendell Ellison

Grand Duchess Olga Katrina – Victoria Cornett

Gay Wellington – Becky Magruder

Lead FBI Agent – Jeanette Long

FBI Agent #2 – Lee Lundy

FBI Agent #3 – Jonathan Mazzola

Groucho – George M. Katt
PRODUCTION CREW
Director – Chuck Morris

Producer – Megan Keating

Stage Manager – Grayson Keating

Assistant Director – Jonathan Chisholm

Lighting Design – Chuck Morris

Sound Design – Greg Asbury

Assistant Stage Manager – Sam Mazzola

Light Board Operator – Lindsey Chambers; Ross Norton

Costumes – Becky Magruder

Hair/Make-up – Cast

Graphic Designer/Photographer – Megan Keating

House – Heather Brand

Set Construction – Wain Bates, Bob Moulard, Tiff Magruder, Joe Mazzola, Chuck 
Morris, Virginia M. McChesney, Mary Walker, Jonathan Mazzola, Wayne Jones

Set Painters – Jonathan Mazzola, Sam Mazzola, Debbie Mazzola, Victoria Cornett, 
Wayne Jones

Pre-Show Entertainment – Jason Bowen

“CATS”

Music and Lyrics by Andrew Lloyd Webber

Based on “Old Possum’s Book of Practical Cats” by T.S. Eliot

Produced by special arrangement with R & H Theatricals

June 13, 14, 15, 20, 21, 22, 2008

Based on the universally popular poetry of T.S. Eliot, “CATS” tells the story, in song and dance, of the annual gathering of Jellicle cats at which time one special cat is selected to ascend to the Heaviside layer. A true musical theatre phenomenon, CATS opened at London's New London Theatre on May 11, 1981 and ran for a record-setting 21 years. “CATS”'s London success was nearly matched on Broadway where it ran at the Winter Garden Theatre for just over 18 years.  A reprise of the 2006 RLT production.
CAST
Alonzo – Jeremiah Wood

Bombalurina – Rose Davis

Bustopher Jones – Jonathan Chisholm

Cassandra – Parker Van Riper

Coricopat – Taylor Askew

Demeter – Anna Farless

Electra – Lacy Taylor

Exotica – Katherine Clounts

Grizabella – Laura Dutton

Gus – John Barnett

Jellylorum – Becky Magruder

Jemima – Chani Maisonet

Jennyanydots – JoAnna Rusaw

Macavity – Caitlyn Sheppard

Mr. Mistoffeless – Chip Byars

Mungojerrie – Turner Wilder

Munkustrap – Joe Knighton

Old Deuteronomy – Wain Bates

Pouncival – Grayson Evans

Rumpleteazer – Tyler Van Riper

Rum Tum Tugger – Larry Lassiter

Skimbleshanks – Tiff Magruder

Tantomile – Jerica Maisonet

Tumblebrutus – Beth Bratton

Victoria – Mackenzie Pearson

Admetus – Victoria Cornett

Sillabub – Alisha Garner

Quaxo/Fake Macavity – Jenny Wear

Jupiter – Samantha Mazzola

Plato – Lindsey Chambers

Isabella – Morgan Askew

Henchcats – Kendell Garner, Dalia Maisonet, Morgan Andrews, Ravin Luaridson

Kittens – Mischief, Jordan Lassiter; Flees, Katelyn Self; Stumbles, James Stevens; Tim 
Tim Tigger, Chase Brackett; Toffy, Abbie Gurley; Missy, Jamison Hood; Misty, 
Haley Fisher

PRODUCTION CREW

Director/Producer – Don Rusaw

Choreographer – JoAnna Rusaw

Musical Director – James Willis

Stage Manager – Hannah Klevesahl

Assistant to the Director – Renee Bowen

Costumes – Becky Magruder

Set Design – Tiff Magruder; Becky Magruder

Lighting Design – Chuck Morris

Sound Design – Mark Taylor

Assistant to the Producer – Melanie Taylor
Assistant Stage Manager – Chase Anderson

Make-up Team – Penny English, Holly Cothran, Theresa Stevens, Becky Magruder, 
Kayla Ayers, JoAnna Rusaw

Lighting Chief Operator – Ross Norton

Lighting Crew – Jason Bowen; Nikki Maisonet

Sound Operator – Mark Taylor

Set Crew – Becky Magruder, Tiff Magruder, Don Rusaw, Wain Bates, Jerry Gurley

Graphic Designer – Megan Keating

House – Wayne Jones; Angela Jones

Photographer – JoAnna Rusaw

Box Office/Ticket Sales – Suzanne Clounts

ORCHESTRA

Conductor/Rehearsal Pianist/Keyboard 1 – James Willis

Assistant Rehearsal Pianist – Laura Dutton

Keyboard II – Ann Roe

Keyboard III – Ellen Willis

Bass Guitar – Randy Bratton

Drums – Brett Mulcay

Percussion – Kim Brackett

Flute/Piccolo – Jane Byars

Tenor Sax/Alton Sax – Logan Dugger

Clarinet/Baritone Sax – Wanda Dugger

Oboe/English Horn – Allison Robertson

Guitar – Rob Reed

“BROADWAY SPECTACULAR II”

July 11, 12, 13, 18, 19, 20, 2008

An evening of songs from Broadway and off-Broadway musicals to benefit the DeSoto Theatre Restoration Fund.  Shows represented in full costume and makeup include:  “Rent,” “The Sound of Music,” “Guys and Dolls,” “Oklahoma!,” “Little Shop of Horrors,” “My Fair Lady,” “Man of La Mancha,” “Annie,” “A Chorus Line,” “The Little Mermaid,” “Les Miserables,” “Jekyll and Hyde,” “Mamma Mia!,” “Hairspray” and “Aspects of Love.”

CAST

Tony Blansit, Holly Cothran, Rebecca Waugh, Wayne Jones, Jeremy Cothran, Sabrina Smither, Larry Lassiter, Jonathan Chisholm, Lacy Taylor, Anna Farless, Keylee Bowen, Lindsey Chambers, Tyler Van Riper, Carrie Shaw, Lucy Harris, Kelsey Lauridson, Katherine Clounts, Elizabeth Clounts, Parker Van Riper, Abbie Gurley, Chase Anderson, Chase Brackett, Danny Price, Wendy Lauridson, Raven Lauridson, Casey Kean, JoAnna Rusaw, Don Rusaw

PRODUCTION CREW

Director/Producer – Don Rusaw

Choreographer – JoAnna Rusaw

Musical Director – James Willis

Stage Manager – Mary Walker

Set Design and Construction – Tiff Magruder; Becky Magruder

Lighting Design – Chuck Morris

Sound Design – Mark Taylor

Assistant Choreographers – Holly Cothran; Jeremy Cothran

Assistants to the Director – Renee Bowen; Suzanne Clounts

Assistant to the Producer – Melanie Taylor

Rehearsal Pianists – James Willis; Joe Knighton

Set Crew – Becky Magruder, Tiff Magruder, Don Rusaw, Wain Bates, Jerry Gurley

Costumes – Suzanne Clounts, Caroline Clounts, Holly Cothran, Becky Magruder, 
Melanie Taylor, Chase Anderson, JoAnna Rusaw

Lighting Operator – Caroline Clounts

Lighting Crew – Jason Bowen; Nikki Maisonet

Publicity – Jim Powell; Don Rusaw

Make-Up – JoAnna Rusaw; Holly Cothran

House – John Barnett, Angela Jones, Debbie Lassiter

Graphic Designer – Megan Keating

ORCHESTRA

Conductor/Keyboard I – James Willis

Bass Guitar – Randy Bratton

Guitar/Keyboard – Phillip Moore

Drums/Violin/Keyboard – Rob Reed
