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“WINNIE THE POOH”

By Lee Abernathy
Based on the Pooh stories by A.A. Milne.  A Walt Disney Character

Produced by permission of the authors

August 25, 26, 27, September 1, 2, 3, 2006

Deep in the Hundred Acre Wood, there lives there in our imagination the bounciest of Tiggers, the wisest of all Owls, and the most loving of all Nannas.  It’s here where Piglets fly, Rabbits have prized gardens, and Gophers play with dynamite.  Here you can sail to Africa with a boy named Christopher Robin, or pin the tail on a donkey named Eeyore.  Or maybe, just maybe, you’ll find yourself curled up with Winnie-the-Pooh, sharing a smakerel of honey, as you did when you were a child.  
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“SIDE BY SIDE BY SONDHEIM”
Music and Lyrics by Stephen Sondheim, with additional music by Richard Rodgers, Jule Styne, Leonard Bernstein and Mary Rodgers

Continuation by Ned Sherrin

Produced by special arrangements with Music Theatre International

October 6, 7, 8, 13, 14, 15, 2006

A musical celebration of the early music and lyrics of the composer Stephen Sondheim, including lyrics by Sondheim from “Do I Hear a Waltz?” (music by Richard Rodgers,) “West Side Story,” (music by Leonard Bernstein,) “Gypsy,” (music by Jule Styne) and  “The Mad Show,”  (music by Mary Rodgers,) and music and lyrics by Sondheim from “A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to the Forum, “A Little Night Music,” “Company,” “Follies,” “Evening Primrose,” “Pacific Overtures”  and “Anyone Can Whistle,”  sung and narrated by two male and two female singers.
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“SCROOGE THE MUSICAL”

Book Music and Lyrics by Leslie Briscusse
Produced by special arrangements with Samuel French, Inc.

December 8, 9, 10, 15, 16, 17, 2006

Ebenezer Scrooge, a miserly accountant in 1843 London, is visited on Christmas Eve by the ghost of his former partner, Jacob Marley.  Jacob warns him that he will be visited by three spirits on this night, all of who show him the shadows of Christmases past, present and future.  After the last visit, Scrooge understands the meaning of Christmas and of giving, and becomes a generous member of his own family and community.  This is a stage version of the 1970 movie musical starring Albert Finney.  
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“ON GOLDEN POND”

By Ernest Thompson

Produced by special arrangement with Dramatists Play Service

January 26, 27, 28, Feb. 2, 3, 4, 2007

This is the love story of Ethel and Norman Thayer, who are returning to their summer home on Golden Pond for the forty-fourth year. He is a retired professor, nearing eighty, with heart palpitations and a failing memory—but still as tart-tongued, observant and eager for life as ever. Ethel, ten years younger, and the perfect foil for Norman, delights in all the small things that have enriched and continue to enrich their long lives together. They are visited by their divorced, middle-aged daughter and her dentist fiancé, who then go off to Europe, leaving his teenage son behind for the summer. The boy quickly becomes the "grandchild" the elderly couple have longed for, and as Norman revels in taking his ward fishing and thrusting good books at him, he also learns some lessons about modern teenage awareness—and slang—in return. In the end, as the summer wanes, so does their brief idyll, and in the final, deeply moving moments of the play, Norman and Ethel are brought even closer together by the incidence of a mild heart attack. Time, they know, is now against them, but the years have been good and, perhaps, another summer on Golden Pond still awaits.
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“ANNIE GET YOUR GUN”

Music and Lyrics by Irving Berlin

Original Book by Herbert & Dorothy Fields as revised by Peter Stone

Produced by special arrangement with R & H Theatricals

March 23, 24, 25, 30, 31, April 1, 2007

“Annie Get Your Gun” scored a bull’s eye when it returned to Broadway in 1999, starring Bernadette Peters and sporting a revised libretto by Tony, Oscar and Emmy winner Peter Stone. As Newsday reported, Stone's revisions "are sweetly ingenious, and the show is a dream." Stone reshaped the 1946 book to create a Wild West show-within-a-show that frames the ageless "Anything You Can Do I Can Do Better" love story of sharpshooters Annie Oakley and Frank Butler. Stone has added a secondary romance between the younger sister of Frank's bothersome assistant Dolly, and a boy who is (to Dolly's horror) part Native American. "The book has been updated in ways that pass p.c. muster," reported Time Magazine, "without losing all the fun." Joined to the new book, of course, is that amazing Irving Berlin score, featuring hit after hit after hit. "Irving Berlin's greatest achievement in the theater," wrote the New York Post, ANNIE GET YOUR GUN "will always be a musical for the ages, one of the Broadway theater's enduring triumphs."
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Light Operators – Quentin Brown, Grayson Keating, Chuck Morris

Costume Crew – Becky Magruder

Tech Crew – Neal Brackett, Kevin Brown, Jake Perry

Graphic Designer – Megan Keating

Photographer – Therese Cox

House – Melanie Taylor

Set Construction – Milton Chambers, Keith Findley, David McBurnett, Jim Powell, Don Rusaw

ORCHESTRA

Director – Bill King

Flute – Jane Byars

Clarinet and Alto Sax – Wanda Dugger

Tenor Sax – Logan Dugger

Trumpet – Christine Hoffrogge; Julilanna Gosa

Trombone – Louetta King

Bass – Bill Sunrich

Percussion – Michael Busby; Kim Brackett

Keyboard – James Willis

“THE ODD COUPLE – FEMALE VERSION”

By Neil Simon

Produced by special arrangement with Samuel French, Inc.

May 11, 12, 13, 18, 19, 20, 2007

Unger and Madison are at it again! Florence Unger and Olive Madison, that is, in Neil Simon's hilarious contemporary comic classic: the female version of “The Odd Couple.” Instead of the poker party that begins the original version, Ms. Madison has invited the girls over for an evening of Trivial Pursuit. The Pidgeon sisters have been replaced by the hilarious Constanzuela brothers. 
CAST

Sylvie – Cindy Woodall
Mickey – Cherie Wren
Renee – Virginia M. McChesney
Vera – Mary Ortwein
Olive – Mary Walker
Florence – Becky Magruder
Manolo – Wayne Jones
Hayzoos – Rob Arnold


PRODUCTION CREW

Director – Bart McGullion
Producer – Gordon Leiter
Stage Manager – Angela Jones
Associate Director – Tiff Magruder
Lighting Design – Chuck Morris
Sound Design and Operator – Mark Taylor
Properties – Dave Willis
Hair/Makeup – Hair Story Artistic Team
Song and Dance Vignette staged by Kathrine Magruder
Light Operators – Grayson Keating, Chuck Morris, Bob Moulard
Graphic Designer – Megan Keating
Publicity – John Barnett; Jim Powell
Photographer – Therese Cox
House – Neal Brackett; Jim Curry
Set Construction – Gordon Leiter, Becky Magruder, Tiff Magruder, Bart McGullion

“BROADWAY SPECTACULAR”

July 13, 14, 15, 2007

An evening of songs from Broadway and off-Broadway musicals to benefit the DeSoto Theatre Restoration Fund.  Shows represented in full costume and makeup include:  “Guys and Dolls,” “Bye Bye Birdie,” “West Side Story,” “Les Miserables,” “Annie,” “The Sound of Music,” “Chicago,” “The Music Man,” “Wicked,” “Annie Get Your Gun,” “The Last Five Years,” “Mamma Mia!”, “The Phantom of the Opera,” “Little Shop of Horrors,” “Gypsy,” The Light in the Piazza” and “Cats.”

CAST

Anna Farless, Wendell Barnes, Laura Dutton, Megan Harris, Becky Magruder, Holly Cothran, Jeremy Cothran, Tony Blansit, Tyler Van Riper, John Lee, Tiff Magruder, Lacy Taylor, JoAnna Rusaw, Alison Fuller, Miranda Harrell, Renee Fuller, Keylee Bowen, Bill Newton, Jason G. Fordham, Chani Maisonet, Jerica Maisonet, Dalia Maisonet, Sean Casey, Larry Lassiter, Parker Van Riper, Grier Fricks, Melissa Powell

PRODUCTION CREW

Producer and Director – Don Rusaw
Choreographer – JoAnna Rusaw
Musical Director – James Willis
Assistants to the Director – Renee Bowen; Melanie Taylor
Stage Managers – Renee Bowen; Melanie Taylor
Set Design and Construction – Becky Magruder; Tiff Magruder
Costumes – Becky Magruder, Melanie Taylor, Renee Bowen, JoAnna Rusaw, Cast
Sound Design – Mark Taylor; Lee Shealy
Lighting Design – Chuck Morris
Makeup and Hair – Hair Story Artistic Team
House – Wayne Jones; Angela Jones
Props – Cast
Graphic Designer – Megan Keating

