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“TREASURE ISLAND”
By Joseph George Caruso

From the novel by Robert Louis Stevenson
Produced by special arrangement with Pioneer Drama Service, Inc.
August 26, 27, 28, September 3, 4, 5, 2004

When this rousing adventure story premiered Off-Broadway, it received unanimous critical acclaim.  The New York Times called it an “inventive classic.”  Parents Magazine considered it “first rate all the way, a delightful experience.”  Treasure Island is certainly one of the most durable adventure stories of all time, with the villainous Long John Silver following young Jim across the ocean to search out a buried fortune on Treasure Island.
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“THE FALL OF THE HOUSE OF USHER”
Adapted and dramatized by Tim Kelly

From the classic thriller of Edgar Allen Poe

Produced by special arrangement with I.E. Clark Publications
October 22, 23, 24, 29, 30, 31, 2004

Roderick Usher, once a happy young man about to be married, and his beautiful sister Madelaine, have become victims of the gloom and poisonous atmosphere of the decaying old mansion in which they live.  When Madelaine appears near death, the doctor warns Usher not to bury her until he is certain that she is dead.  The ensuing horror grips every viewer in its chill.  Tim Kelly, author of several movie scenarios based on Edgar Allen Poe stories, is at his best in the brilliant dramatization of one of Poe’s eeriest tales.
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“THE CHRISTMAS ANGEL”
By James DeVita

Produced by special arrangement with the Dramatic Publishing Company

December 3, 4, 5, 10, 11, 12, 2004

Nothing is going right this Christmas.  Young Peter is not looking forward to Christmas at Grandma’s.  He can’t find the very special present that Grandpa promised him just before he passed away, and he is taking it out on everyone and everything around him.  Peter’s cousin, Hannah, has decided never to talk to anyone ever again and has invented her own sign language to communicate.  Hannah’s mom, Ginny, is very, very pregnant.  Uncle Mike is being a grump in the kitchen.  Grandma’s two older sons return home to a sibling rivalry that has never really left them.  Aunt Bop shows up and so do the police.  In the middle of all of this, Grandma is coping with her first Christmas without Grandpa, trying to keep everyone calm and happy and, at the same time, trying to do absolutely everything for everybody who walks in the house—as only a grandmother can do.  As the mayhem grows, the Christmas reunion quickly turns to chaos and the family short-circuits—along with every light and electrical system in the house.  When the commotion seems ready to explode, the family receives a well-deserved visit from a very special, very quirky angel, who helps this very special and just as quirky family rediscover the true meaning of Christmas.
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“JANE EYRE”
By Robert Johanson

From the classic novel by Charlotte Bronte

Produced by special arrangement with the Dramatic Publishing Company

January 28, 29, 30, February 4, 5, 6, 2005

Charlotte Bronte’s magnificent Gothic love story is brought to stirring life.  In the burned-out ruins of Thornfield Hall, the adult Jane Eyre recalls the disturbing events of her childhood and young adulthood; her miserable upbringing as an orphan thrust upon unsympathetic relatives, the trials at the infamous Lowood School, and eventually her acceptance as governess at Thornfield Hall where she encounters its enigmatic master, Edward Rochester.  Jane eventually unravels the secret of this mysterious place and finds her own personal epiphany through honesty, courage and sacrifice.  A moving story for all times and a stunning portrayal of one of the world’s greatest heroines.
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“CAROUSEL”
Music by Richard Rodgers

Book and Lyrics by Oscar Hammerstein II

Based on Ferenc Molnar’s play, “Liliom” as adapted by Benjamin F. Glazer

Produced by special arrangement with R & H Theatricals
March 11, 12, 13, 18, 19, 20, 2005

In a Maine coastal village toward the end of the last century, the swaggering, carefree cynical carnival barker, Billy Bigelow, captures and marries the naïve millworker, Julie Jordan.  Billy loses his job just as he learns that Julie is pregnant and, desperately intent upon providing a decent life for his family, he is coerced into being an accomplice to a robbery.  Caught in the act and facing the certainty of prison, he takes his own life and is sent “up there.”  Billy is allowed to return to earth for one day and, time being what it is “up there,” 15 years have passed, and he now encounters the teenaged daughter he never knew.  She is a lonely, friendless child, her father’s reputation as a thief and bully having haunted her throughout her young life.  How Billy instills in both the child and her mother a sense of hope and dignity is a dramatic testimony to the power of love.  It’s easy to understand why, of all the shows they created, “Carousel” was Rodgers’ & Hammerstein’s personal favorite.  Musical highlights include “The Carousel Waltz,” “If I Loved You,” “Mister Snow,” “June is Bustin’ Out All Over,” and “You’ll Never Walk Alone.”
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“GOD’S FAVORITE”
By Neil Simon

Produced by special arrangement with Samuel French, Inc.

May 13, 14, 15, 20, 21, 22, 2005

Neil Simon actually made a funny play from the Book of Job—transferring the scene to a New York (in this production it was Atlanta) mansion where resides a tycoon, his wife, a prodigal son, and a pair of kooky twins.  Then one night a messenger from God enters—with a big “G” on his sweatshirt.  Our modern Job won’t renounce God, so a fire is sent to wipe him out—factory and home.  Everything becomes a test of his faith, including his family.  He tries listing his prodigal son’s qualities and can’t think of any.  His wife asks him how he can love a God who makes him suffer, and he says his prodigal son makes him suffer and he loves him.  He believes he’s been chosen to show how much a man can love God.  He gets an itch, neuralgia, tennis elbow and hemorrhoids.  Having lost everything, God in the form of the messenger answers him.  The messenger admits losing and asks for a letter of recommendation.
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