RLT ARCHIVES

2000-2001 SEASON 
“FIDDLER ON THE ROOF”

Book by Joseph Stein

Lyrics by Sheldon Harnick

Music by Jerry Bock

Produced by special arrangement with Music Theatre International

September 1, 2, 3, 8, 9, 10, 2000

The setting is Anatevka, a small peasant town in Czarist Russia.  Tevye, a dairyman, his wife Golde and their five daughters are one of the hard-working families of the Jewish community living as their forefathers did, observing the ways handed down to them, following the dictates of “Tradition.”  Tevye, a pious man, tries to raise his five daughters according to the ways of the Good Book.  However, the old ways no longer suffice and Tevye and his friends have to become part of the changing world around them.  After a pogrom which takes place at the wedding of one of Tevye’s daughters, the community realizes that their old way of life is changed forever and they set out to find new lives in new lands, taking with them their few meager possessions and their abiding faith in God.

CAST

Tevye – Terrell Shaw

Golde – Teddi Dunham

Tzeitel – Brannon Shaw

Hodel – Holly Kastanias

Chava – JoAnna Rusaw

Schprintze – Ashley Rusaw

Bielke – Mollie Brown

Yente – Jean Gates

Perchik – Charles Connor

Lazar Wolf – Tiff Magruder

Motel – Sam Craw

Mordcha the Innkeeper – Bill Newton

The Rabbi – Steve Millard

Mendel his Son – Matt Kleist

Avraham the Bookseller – Gordon Lee

Nachum the Beggar – Jeffery Self

Grandma Tzeitel – Cecelia Dawson

Fruma Sarah – Janda Canalis

The Constable – Danny Hester

Fyedka – Ben Johnson

Shaindel, Motel’s Mother – Becky Magruder

The Fiddler – Quentin Brown

Musick – Chase Anderson

Hershel --- Spencer Musick

Villagers – Roger Moore, Lauren Bowling, Colin Harrison, Charis Sumner, Karen 
Bowling, Rachel Johnson, Melissa Robertson, Pat Johnson, Ashley Bramlett, 
Darsi Knowles, Leslie Dunham, Amy Knowles, Perry Walker, Kathrine 
Magruder, Mary Ortwein, Beth Harrell, Josh Graham, Lilli Tahamtani, Jim

Ellington, Lauren Dean, Jackson Williamson, Gwen Kastanias, Sandy Hosea, 


Donal Harrison

PRODUCTION CREW

Director – Don Rusaw

Stage Manager – Becca Maddox

Stage Crew – Linda Hom, Stan Dawson, Miranda Harrison, Greg Flemister

Co-Producers – Sandi Davis; Paul Griffin

Music Director – Kevin Moore

Choreographer – JoAnna Rusaw
Assistant Choreographers – Miranda Harrison; Kathrine Magruder

Sound – Roger McNitt

Set Design and Construction – Tiff Magruder, Becky Magruder, John Van Horn, Debby 
Brown, Mary Ortwein, George Kanstanias, Gordon Leiter, Gail Alexander

Costumes – Jane McDonald, Elizabeth McDonald, Gwen Kastanias, Kay Rusaw, Teddi 
Dunham, Holly Brown

Make-up Technicians – Bobby Stevens, Renae Phillips, Penne Morgan English

Properties – Mary Ortwein, Becky Magruder, Sandy Hosea, Debby Brown, George 
Kastanias, Gwen Kastanias, Teddi Dunham

Light Technician – Chris Jester

Light Assistants – Jonathan Doss; Benjamin Bell

Light Design – Allen Babcock; Chris Jester

House/Concessions – Debby Brown

Program Inserts – Jim Ellington

Publicity – Debby Brown; Sandy Davis

Box Office – Marlene Millard, Becca Maddox, Brenda Moore

Photographer – Randy Davis

ORCHESTRA

Pam Clarkson, Piano; Aaron Blevins, Violin; Gene Crider, Bill Wittmeier, Cheryl 
McDonald, Mary McCoy

“NUPTIALS”

By Judy Simpson Cook
Produced by special arrangement with JSC Plays at Red House Media, Inc.

October 20, 21, 22, 27, 28, 29, 2000
As a Southern family prepares to celebrate the wedding of their younger daughter, everything that can go wrong does.  From a fussy florist dealing with a floral supply strike, to a snooty wedding director, to a caterer with a down-home attitude and a granddaughter in tow, things seem to be about as bad as they can get.  That is until the unmarried older sister (the maid of honor) arrives and immediately begins butting heads with the obnoxious best man.  While mother and daughter argue over the color of the wedding gown—candlelight or white—the maid of honor worries that her dress shows too much cleavage.  The frazzled bride-to-be takes off for the movie theater and leaves everyone, including the groom, to wonder if there’s going to be a wedding or not.

CAST

Caroline – Savannah Ruth

Mark – Ryan Knowles

Barbara – Mary Deese

Frank – Tiff Magruder

Kitty – Kristina Wilder

Mae-Ella – Jean Gates

Jerry – Tony Wright

Richard – Quentin Brown

Jeannette – Liz Tierney

Mrs. Carpenter – Becky Magruder

Lulu – Mary Kate Cummings

Dr. Lawing – Martin Williams

PRODUCTION CREW

Director – Teddi Dunham

Producer – Debby Brown

Assistant Director – Melissa Robertson

Stage Manager – Pat Johnson Canada

Sound – Roger Moore

Set Design and Construction – Bill Dunham

Costumes – Amy Knowles; Leslie Dunham

Make-up Technician – Holly Kastanias

Properties – Mary Ortwein; Jessica Lawrence

Light Technician – Sam Craw 

House/Concessions – Debby Brown
Coach for Lulu/Daryl and Assistant to Richard – Jeffery Self
“ANNIE”

Book by Thomas Meehan

Lyrics by Martin Charnin

Music by Charles Strouse

Produced by special arrangement with Music Theatre International

December 8. 9. 10, 15, 16, 17 (school shows December 6, 7), 2000

Leapin' Lizards! The popular comic strip heroine takes center stage in one of the world's best-loved musicals.

Annie is a spunky Depression-era orphan determined to find her parents, who abandoned her years ago on the doorstep of a New York City Orphanage run by the cruel, embittered Miss Hannigan. In adventure after fun-filled adventure, Annie foils Miss Hannigan's evil machinations, befriends President Franklin Delano Roosevelt and finds a new family and home in billionaire Oliver Warbucks, his personal secretary Grace Farrell and a lovable mutt named Sandy.

A must for any theatre with a large family audience, "Annie" has proven a sure-fire crowd-pleaser, as its record-breaking Broadway run, star-studded motion picture version, hit 20th anniversary Broadway revival and national tour, and countless productions around the globe each year attest. With its upbeat ending, a bright tuneful score which has become a part of the nation's musical heritage, a cast of characters which includes many scene-stealing roles for children (including the coveted title role) and a classic villainess audiences love to hate, it's no wonder this heartwarming show has become an international sensation.

CAST

Annie – Tyler Van Riper

Mr. Warbucks – Wain Bates

Grace Farrell – Courtney Furlong

Miss Hannigan – Becky Magruder

Rooster – Martin Williams

Lily – Brice Watson

Molly – Mallie Powell

Kate – Leslie Jones

Tessie – Grier Fricks

July – Melissa Powell

Pepper – Lauren Bowling

Duffy – Kara Cox

Bert Healy – Don Rusaw

Fred McCracken – Perry Walker

Drake – Hamish Steele-Wakefield

Mrs. Pugh – Jean Gates

Mrs. Greer – Meredith Bricker

Mrs. Perkins – Jackie Scott

Mr. Brandeis – Jim Powell

Mr. Bundles – Tiff Magruder

Star-to-Be – Katie Marks

Officer Ward – Perry Walker

Second Cop – Sam Craw

Dog Catcher – Wendell Ellison

Second Dog Catcher – Ben Bowling

Hooverville Ensemble – Sophie, Becky Magruder; Fred, Jim Powell; Apple Seller, Mary 
Ortwein; Artie, Wendell Ellison; Mary, Breezy Cabell; Peggy, Sandra Spiller
Additional Ensemble Members – Ben Bowling, Will Bowling, Meredith Bricker, Chip 
Byars, Lauren Dean, Ben Farnham, Spencer Musick, Jackie Scott, Chris Snow, 
Lorri Anna Tate, Cooper Pinson, Hunter Thompson, Christina Williams

Underbutlers – Sam Craw; Ben Bowling
The Cabinet – Louis Howe, Gordon Leiter; Cordell Hull, Jim Powell; Harold Ickes, 
Wendell Ellison; Henry Morganthau, Tiff Magruder; President Roosevelt, Don 
Rusaw

Maids – Ashley Alexander, Meredith Bricker, Kathrine Magruder, Katie Marks, Melissa 
Powell

Boylan Sisters – Bonnie, Kathrine Magruder; Connie, Katie Marks; Ronnie, Meredith 
Bricker

Orphans – Jessica Beaver, Meredith Hom, Brittny Burns, Ashley Howard, Tiffany 
Dempsey, Mackenzie Howard, Chelsea Digsby, Aria Marie Kirk, Stephanie 
Fisher, Morgan Myers, Natalie Floyd, Sarah Poe, Chelsea Garnett, Kristy 
Thompson, Betsy Goldin, Abral Wilson, Lucy Taylor

The Masked Announcer – Melissa Robertson

PRODUCTION CREW

Director and Musical Director – Cecelia Dawson

Co-Producers – Theresa Cox; Mary Ortwein

Assistant Director – Jeffery Self

Stage Manager – Cathy Powell

Choreography – Joanne Collier, Courtney Furlong, Martin Williams

Stage Crew – Stan Dawson, Dawn Hinds, Gola Smyth, Sarah Steele-Wakefield, Linda 
Hom

Sound – Roger McNitt

Set Design – Kimi McMaugh, Tiff Magruder, Becky Magruder

Set Construction – Becky Magruder, Tiff Magruder, John Van Horn, Stan Dawson

Set Decoration – Becky Magruder, Cathy Powell, Gail Alexander, Jeffery Self, Kathrine 
Magruder

Costumes – Kathy Klingensmith, Teddi Dunham, Judi Powell, Therese Cox, Jeffery Self

Make-up Technicians – Jackie Scott; Lorri Ann Tate

Properties – Mary Ortwein, Gail Alexander, Becky Magruder, Judy Barton, Judi Powell

Light Technician – Jeffery Self

House/Concessions – Karen Bowling

Publicity – Wanda Jones; Therese Cox
Box Office – Becca Maddox

Photographer – Therese Cox

ORCHESTRA
Marla Teat, Jenny Stubblefield, Kim Brackett

“THE MIRACLE WORKER”

By William Gibson

Produced by special arrangement with Samuel French, Inc.

Feb. 16, 17, 18, 23, 24, 25, 2001

This play is the dramatization of the story of Helen Keller and her teacher, Annie Sullivan.  Blind, mute and deaf, nobody knows what Helen’s fate might have been, had she not come under the tutelage of Annie Sullivan, an Irish girl who had been born blind.  The play is principally concerned with the emotional relationship between the lonely teacher and her deaf-blind charge.  Little Helen, trapped in her secret world, is bitter, violent, spoiled and almost animal-like.  Only Annie realizes that there is a mind waiting to be rescued from that dark, tortured silence.  Annie’s success with Helen comes only after some of the most turbulent, violent and emotion-packed scenes ever presented on stage.

CAST

Doctor – Robert Smyth

Kate – Julie Chambers

Keller – Mike Burton

Helen – Renae Greene

Martha – Ashley Rusaw

Percy – Ben Isabel

Aunt Ev – Mary Deese

James – Tony Wright

Anagnos – Tom Isabel

Annie Sullivan – Carmen von Rohr

Viney – Keri Clayton

Blind Girls – Christina Beauford, Amanda Dennis, Andrea Richmond, Whitney A. 
Steadman, Emily Tumlin, Shara Irene White, Lara Whitfield, Samantha Williams

Jimmie’s Voice – Adam Isabel

Dog – Benjamin Beasley Duke

PRODUCTION CREW

Director – Virginia M. McChesney

Producer – Teresa Gentry

Stage Manager – Patty Williams

Stage Crew – Jennifer Feld, Jennifer Clark, Glenda Limkert, Susan Smith, Kerry Parmer, 
Christina Williams

Set Construction – Gordon Leiter, Milton Chambers, Don Rusaw, Tony Wright

Properties – Heather Bostwick; Savannah Ruth

Costumes – Mary Doster, Nancy Feld, Jennifer Feld

Sound Technician – Paul Beyer

Light Technician – Paul Beyer

Program Insert – Judy Espy
Publicity – Teresa Gentry

Makeup Technician – Susan Bevis

Makeup Advisor – Abbie Snyder

Wigs – Abbie Snyder

Box Office – Becca Maddox

House and Concessions – Beth Gibbons; Debby Brown

Photographer – Mary Abrams

“SNOW WHITE AND THE SEVEN DWARFS”

By Jessie Braham White

Produced by special arrangement with Samuel French, Inc.

March 30, 31, April 1, 6, 7, 8, 2001

The handsome version of the famous fairy tale as presented in New York. Supposedly disposed of by the wicked queen, Snow White finds her way to a happy glen and the home of seven friendly dwarfs. A deadly apple casts her into a deep sleep, from which she is revived in time by her devoted prince.

CAST

Snow White – Brittany Smith

Prince Florimund of Calydon – Matthew Johnson

Maids of Honor:









Rosalys – Zoe Myers

Amelotte – Jennifer Smarr

Ermengarde – Jessica Vick

Guinivere – Brittany Burns

Christabel – Kara Cox

Astolaine – Lauren Bowling

Ursula – Mollie Brown

Lynette – Darsi Knowles

Dwarfs:

Plick – Chase Anderson

Quee – Jessica Beaver

Glick – Isabel Bonnyman

Snick – Will Bowling

Blick – Josh Childers

Whick – Chandler Holcombe

Flick – Will Simms

Queen Brangomar – Becky Magruder

Sir Dandiprat Bombas – Matt Thompson

Bethold – Tom Isabel

Witch Hex – Patricia Williams

Peddler Woman – Elizabeth Tierney

Cats – Emily Barron, Hannah Grissom, Lindsey Chambers, Olivia Reynolds, Lacee 
Folsom

Prince’s Pages – Nicholas Barber, Adam Isabel, Michael Davis, Michael Seckman

Courtiers – Jackie Anthony, Justin Murdock, Ben Bowling, Spencer Musick, Brittany 
Chambers, Kaydie Rudd, Zac Rudd, Bill Estes, Lindsey Smollar, Alee Hatch, 
Hunter Thompson, Daniel Henderson, Alyse Wellesley, Kathrine Magruder, 
Christina Williams

PRODUCTION CREW

Director – Lucy G. Babcock

Co-producers – Paul Griffin; Lynne Griffin

Assistant Director – Jeffery Self

Stage Manager – Don Rusaw

Set Construction – Tiff Magruder; Paul Griffin

Set Decoration – Debby Brown; Becky Magruder

Costumes – Theresa Cox; Jeffery Self

Properties – Mary Ortwein; Darsi Knowles

Lighting/Sound – Chris Jester

Music Coordinator – James Willis

Choreographer – Brice Watson

Publicity – Debby Brown

Program Insert – Amy Knowles

Program Cover Art – Chase Anderson

Photographer – Therese Cox

House/Concessions – Debby Brown

Box Office – Becca Maddox

Make Up – Bobbie Robinson, King and Queen Style Salon

“PROPOSALS”

By Neil Simon

Produced by special arrangement with Samuel French, Inc.

May 11, 12, 13, 18, 19, 20, 2001

This memory play delightfully recalls the last time the Hines family gathered at their retreat in the Poconos. That summer in 1953 was one of animated romantic entanglements that overlap on one idyllic afternoon. Burt Hines, a 55 year old recovering workaholic convalescing from a second heart attack, eagerly anticipates the arrival of the ex wife he still loves. His daughter Josie has just broken her engagement to an intense Harvard law student and pines for his buddy Ray, an aspiring writer with whom she once had a brief fling. Clemma, the housekeeper at the center of the action (played to acclaim on Broadway by L. Scott Caldwell), is dreading a visit from the husband who deserted her years before. He strolls in with one working eye, one working hand and a guilty conscience. A model with a strikingly dim intellect shows up on Ray's arm, and a young Miami gangster with a gift for malapropisms brings comic hilarity to the gathering. 

CAST

Clemma Diggins – Mary Ortwein

Burt Hines – Wain Bates

Josie Hines – Susan Gayton

Ken Norman – Hamish Steele-Wakefield

Ray Dolenz – Tony Wright

Annie Robbins – Beth Bowman

Vinnie Bavasi – J.E. Garnett

Sammi – Lorri Anna Tate

Lewis Barnett – Joel Turner

Josie/Sammi (understudy) – Elizabeth Davis

PRODUCTION CREW

Director – Martin G. Williams
Producer – Amy Knowles

Assistant Director – Melissa Robertson

Stage Crew – Stan Dawson, Cecelia Dawson, Cathy Powell, Sara Steele-Wakefield
Costumes – Meredith Ansley; Teddi Dunham

House – Tiff Magruder; Becky Magruder

Lighting – Alan Babcock; Chris Jester

Sound – Chris Jester

Set Design – Kelly Wharton; Alan Babcock

Set Construction – Gordon Leiter, John Tierney, Marty Williams, Kelly Wharton, 
Christina Williams, Kate Steele-Wakefield

Properties – Kelly Wharton

Set Decoration – Kelly Wharton, Debby Brown, Kate Steele-Wakefield, Christina 
Williams, Teddy Dunham

Tickets – Becca Maddox

Publicity and Program Insert – Amy Knowles

Assistants to Director and Producer – Jeffery Self; Darsi Knowles

Casting Committee – Karen Bowling, Becky Magruder, Ryan Knowles

Photography – Joel Turner
“OLIVER!”
Book, Music and Lyrics by Lionel Bart

Produced by special arrangement with Tams-Witmark Music Library, Inc.

July 13, 14, 15, 20, 21, 22, 2001

The curtain opens on the sinister interior of the workhouse with a bare dining table, center stage, where the boys will sit. These pale-faced wretches can be seen peering through the bars of a door at the back. Looming above two curving stairways glows the legend "God Is Love" in rough letters. The door is opened and the boys file to the table and sing “Food, Glorious Food.” At the end of the song, the Widow Corney, who runs the workhouse and Mr. Bumble, the parish beadle, enter and a thin gruel is served. Wolfing the meager fare, the boys hopelessly stack their bowls, but the hapless Oliver approaches Bumble with the entreaty, "Please sir, I want some more." He is instantly subdued. Oliver is locked behind the barred door as the rest of the boys exit upstairs. 
     Oliver is brought forward, bag and baggage, and is led off by Bumble who sings the haunting “Boy for Sale.” Walking through the streets of London, they arrive at Mr. Sowerberry's, the undertaker. Oliver is "sold" to the undertaker. Alone and frightened and surrounded by coffins on stage, he sings the plaintive “Where Is Love?” 
     Oliver runs away the very next morning, and is picked up hungry and tired in the streets by the Artful Dodger who cheers him up with “Consider Yourself.”  The Dodger leads him through crowded streets to Fagin's kitchen. The boys come in and Fagin himself appears and, with a mock solemn welcome to Oliver, sings the fantastic “You've Got to Pick a Pocket or Two.” Nancy, Bill Sikes' girl, and Bet arrive. The two of them, accompanied by the boys and Fagin, celebrate their way of life in “It's a Fine Life.”  The action moves to the next morning when Fagin sends the boys off on a pocket-picking expedition, Oliver among them. The stage now displays a city scene and we witness the capture of Oliver, not for picking pockets, but for simply looking guilty. 
     In the second act the curtain rises on the "Three Cripples"-an underworld tavern-where Nancy is being encouraged to sing a music hall number, “Oom-Pah-Pah.”  Fagin's boys pour down the stairs telling of Oliver's apprehension by the police, at the same time revealing that his innocence has been established and that he is presently ensconced in the home of a rich old gentleman. Fearful lest he give away their set-up, Fagin and Sikes dispatch Nancy to get Oliver back. 
     Meanwhile, at the home of his new-found benefactor, the erstwhile ragged Oliver has become a well-tailored, well-cared for little lad. Looking out of his bedroom window as he observes some passing street vendors crying their wares; he sings “Who Will Buy?,”  a plea that his good luck and new situation in life will be permanent. However, the moment he sets foot outside his benefactor's house, Oliver is seized and dragged off by Nancy to Fagin's. 
     In the next scene Fagin occupies the empty stage and considers going straight in “Reviewing the Situation.” Subsequently, Bumble and Mrs. Corney, now uncomfortably married, discover that Oliver is the scion of a rich family. Their scheme to get him back fails and Nancy, regretting her part in the capture of Oliver, plans to return him to his benefactor at night on London Bridge. Fearful of Sikes, she reprises “As Long as He Needs Me.” Sikes stalks her and kills her. He grabs Oliver and, after a chase, is himself shot dead. Oliver is restored to his benefactor and Fagin, now without boys, home and money, reprises “Reviewing the Situation.”
CAST

Oliver Twist – Josh Childers

Mr. Bumble – Bill Newton

Widow Corney – Connie Rhodes

Noah Claypole – Quentin Brown

Mr. Sowerberry – Thomas Klopsch

Mrs. Sowerberry – Karen Bowling

Charlotte – Lauren Bowling

The Artful Dodger – Jeffrey Self

Fagin – Wendell Barnes

Nancy – Jennifer Bonner

Charles Bates – Caleb Parris

Bet – Melissa Powell

Bill Sykes – Bob Bonner

Mrs. Bedwin – Elizabeth Davis 

Mr. Brownlow – Perry Walker

Dr. Grimwig – Devlin English

Children’s Chorus – Joseph Briscar, Keylee Bowen, Jason Clairy, Blake Edwards, Jay 
Hornyay, Leslie Jones, Spencer Musick, Logan O’Riley, Allison Roland, 
Marguerite Seckman, Michael Seckman, Caity Szalay, Patrick Szalay, Lacy 
Taylor, Tyler Van Riper, Charlie Welborn, Autumn Williams

Old Sally – Melissa Robertson

Old Lady – Amy Knowles

First Woman – Holly Kastanias

Second Woman – Breezy Cabell

Rose Vendor – Melissa Powell

Strawberry Vendor – Lauren Bowling

Knife Grinder – Spencer Musick

Milkmaid – Holly Kastanias

Long Song Seller – Bill Newton

Bow Street Runner – Jackson Williamson

Adult Chorus – Karen Bowling, Lauren Bowling, Quentin Brown, Breezy Cabell, Kara 
Cox, Elizabeth Davis, Devlin English, Wanda Jones, Wayne Jones, Holly 
Kastanias, Thomas Klopsch, Amy Knowles, Melissa Powell, Connie Rhodes, 
Melissa Robertson, Melanie Taylor, Laura Tuggle, Cherry Walker, Penny Walker, 
Jackson Williamson
PRODUCTION CREW

Director – Don Briscar
Producer – Mark Van Leuven

Assistant Director – Renee Bowen

Music Director – Kathleen Szalay

Stage Manager – Marti Nasca

Stage Crew – James Bowen; Stuart Briscar

Set Designer – Gordon Leiter

Set Construction – Gordon Leiter, Cliff Williams, Drew Doss, Dustin Taylor, Wendi Van 
Leuven, Wayne Jones, Mark Van Leuven, Tiff Magruder

Set Artist – Debby Brown

Set Decoration – Becky Magruder, Tiff Magruder, Mollie Brown, Kathrine Magruder, 
Jeffery Self, Sandy Davis, Chip Tilly

Properties – Mary Ortwein

Costumes – Wanda Jones, Melanie Taylor, JoAnna Rusaw, Therese Cox, Cathy Powell
Sound Technician – Darsi Knowles

Light Technician – Chris Jester

Program – Cathy Powell

Publicity – Wanda Jones; Melanie Taylor

Make-up and Wig Technician – Julie Chambers

Make-up Advisor – Abbie Snyder

Box Office – Cathy Powell; Marlene Millard

House – Debby Brown; Sandy Davis

Photography – Joel Turner

ORCHESTRA

Percussion – Kim Brackett

Set Drums – Ron Hernandez

Trumpet – Don Robinson

Violin – Carola Cheing

Flute – Susan Davis

Accompanist – Pam Clarkson

