
 

T 
he Foreigner, the funniest show ever 
written, is coming to the RLT stage 
this May.  It was written by play-

wright Larry Shue who tells the story of 
Charlie, an Englishmen, who comes to an 
old fishing lodge in Georgia with his friend, 
Froggy, to get 
his mind off his 
dying wife. 
Charlie is in-
credibly shy and 
doesnôt want to 
talk to anyone, 
so Froggy 
comes up with a 
brilliant idea to 
help him! 
Froggy will tell 
everyone at the 
lodge that Char-
lie is a foreigner 
who canôt speak 
English and 
hopefully it will 
keep them from 
talking to him. 
Well instead of 
keeping them 
from talking to 
Charlie, they 
speak freely in 
front of him and Charlie hears some things 
that he knows that he shouldnôt. Thus hilar-
ity ensues. Director Wendell Barnes says 
that he could not have a better cast for this 
show 
    ñI have seven extremely talented people, 
and each one brings something very spe-
cial to their character,ò says Wendell. He 
also spoke about how much fun the re-
hearsals have been. ñWell, we just cannot 
stop laughing. It is still as if we are reading 
it for the first time. That is 
how good the script is,ò 
Wendell says. 
    Having directed big mu-
sicals before, Wendell was 
glad that this show was 
relaxed and straight for-
ward. ñBig musicals are 
always an organizational 

challenge, but this show, because we 
only have seven people, has been 
much easier to organize.ò says 
Wendell. Big show or small, this 

reporter suggests that Wendell 
would be perfect for the job no matter 

what type of show. 
    Wendell has been at RLT since 1999 
and has not left since. ñWell, I have di-
rected fifty shows at RLT and elsewhere, 
while I have been involved in over a hun-
dred shows in my career,ò Wendell says. ñI 
started at RLT when I directed A Christmas 

Carol in 1999 and 
then I just stayed,ò 
quips Wendell. With 
all this experience 
Wendell is the per-
fect choice to direct 
such a wonderfully 
funny show this re-
porter suggests. 
   The set will help to 
bring the audience 
into the story. ñIt will 
be a realistic depic-
tion of a South Geor-
gia fishing lodge 
complete with fish on 
the walls,ò says 
Wendell ñThe whole 
show takes place at 
the same lodge over 
three days, so it 
makes for a simple 
set to buildò Wendell 
says. 
   Make-up also helps 

to make the audience really believe the 
characters and it helps the actors get into 
their respective characters as well. ñMake-
up will be simple, nothing to complicated. 
There are only a few things - like some 
people have to be aged a little, but nothing 
hard,ò Wendell says. 
   Overall The Foreigner promises to be an 
extremely funny show filled with wonderful 
performances, funny scenes, and a great 
message. When I asked Wendell why he 

wanted to direct this show he 
said ñBecause it is simply the 
funniest script ever written - 
period. The message of the 
show is that we as people inter-
connect with each other to 
make ourselves complete.ò  Î 

Show Dates 

May 15 -  

May 24, 2009 

 

Show times are Fridays and  

Saturdays at 8pm and  

Sundays at 2:30 pm 

with Jonathan Chisolm 
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June/July 2009 

Cast 
S/Sgt. ñFroggyò LeSueur .... Paul Culotta 

Charlie Baker éééé..é. Chuck Morris 

Betty Meeks ééééé..é Mary Ortwein 

Rev. David Marshall Lee é.. Guy Chambless 

Catherine Simms ...éééé Cameron Abney 

Owen Musser éééééé. Rob Arnold 

Ellard Simms éééééé.. Jonathan Chisolm 

2009-2010 Season Nominees for Officers 
President--Jason Fordham  
Vice President of Production--Chuck Morris  
Vice President of Communications 
       --Suzanne Clonts  
Vice President of Public Relations 
       --Mary Walker  

Secretary--Pam Shoemaker  
At-Large--Jim Curry  
At-Large--Tiff Magruder  
At-Large--David Willis   
At-Large--John Barnett  
House Committee--Jim Powell  


